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Saint Mark's Messenger  
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin           Joann Ellis, Editor         January, 2010 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

6:30 p.m. Caroling 
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

 
 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 
  

“…The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our Friend! 

He knows our need—to our weakness is no stranger. 
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend!…” 

                               from “O Holy Night” by Placide Cappeau (1847) 

  
The music of Christmas is part of the joy of Christmas.  How could we celebrate this 
season without carols – both the quiet ones (“O Little Town of Bethlehem” and “Silent 
Night” ) and the joyous and boisterous ones (“Joy to the World!” and “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful!” )?  “O Holy Night”  is one of my favorites.  The quotation above expresses one 
of the most important aspects of the Christmas season – that in becoming one of us, God 
became intimately acquainted with our needs and weaknesses.  Did God really know what 
it was like to be human before becoming one of us?  Perhaps – but now we know that 
God knows, sees sin and foolishness from our viewpoint, understands what it is like to be 
weak and vulnerable.  …what a miracle of love is Christ’s birth among us… 
 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His Gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother, 
And in His Name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy Name! 

Christ is the Lord! Oh, praise His name forever! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim 

Mary + 
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Focus on Finances ~ Fred Ellis, Treasurer 
These numbers show where we are at the end of November.  As you can see we are 

in the still in the red.  Please keep in mind we still have ongoing expenses. 
Please keep St. Mark’s in your prayers as we head towards the end of our year. 
     

 
 
 
 

  
 

Rectory Update  ~ We have a new realtor.  Her name is Tina Swain and she 
is with Weichert Reality here in Beaver Dam.  If you know of anyone looking 
to buy a nice home, please call Tina to have her show the Rectory. 
Thanks ~  Dan Hilbert, Senior Warden 

 

 
 

 
 

Drinking From My Saucer 
 

I've never made a fortune  
And it's probably too late now. 
But I don't worry about that much, 
I'm happy anyhow.  
And as I go along life's way 
I'm reaping better than I sowed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
'Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
I don’t have a lot of riches, 
And sometimes the going’s tough. 
But I’ve got loved ones around me, 
And that makes me rich enough. 
I thank God for his blessings, 
And the mercies he’s bestowed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 

I remember times when things went wrong,  
My faith wore somewhat thin. 
But all at once the dark clouds broke,  
And the sun peeped through again. 
So God, help me not to gripe 
About the tough rows that I’ve hoed. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
If God gives me strength and courage 
When the way grows steep and rough, 
I’ll not ask for other blessings, 
I’m already blessed enough. 
And may I never be too busy 
To help others bear their loads. 
I’m drinking from my saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

-John Paul Moore 

REMINISCE          October/November 2009 

 

 November 
Total Income $81,834.38 
Total 
Expenses 

$82,230.16 

Net Income $  - 395.78 

"IN the 1930s, the preacher at our country church often read this 
poem-it must have been one of his favorites-and I also found a copy 
in my mother's scrapbook."  -    Lucille Stamper, Danville, Indiana  
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 January 2010 
Liturgical Schedule 

Year C 
Date Jan 3 

Second Sunday 

After Christmas 

Jan 10 
1st Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Jan 17 
2nd Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Jan 24 
3rd Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Jan 31 
4th Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Acolyte Elizabeth 
Peters 

Sean Merrill Dave Stelsel, 
Jr. 

Deb Jenson Jim Merrill, 
Sr. 

Altar Guild L. Zamzow 
& B. Conley 

C. Snow, P. 
Ecklor, P. 
Rhode 

M. Horne & 
S. Hilbert 

B. Lampert 
& K. 
Wajerski 

J. Langfeldt & 
M. Sheppard 

Chalice 
Bearer 

Jody 
Langfeldt 

Deb Jenson John Steffen Joann Ellis Jim Mertens 

Intercessor Joann Ellis Jim Mertens Mark Tuel Dan Hilbert Zach Wajerski 

Reader Joann Ellis 
Jeremiah 
31:7-14  
Ephesians 1:3-
6,15-19a  
Matthew 2:13-
15,19-23  
or Luke 2:41-
52  
or Matthew 
2:1-12  
Psalm 84 or 
84:1-8 

Fred Ellis 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 
21-22 

Zach Wajerski 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 
12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

Mark Tuel 
Nehemiah 8:1-
3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 
12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 

Maryann 
Kenitz 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 
13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

Usher Deb Jenson 
& Vanda 
Wiegert 

Dave & Cori 
Drexler 

Fred & 
Phyllis 
Ecklor 

Robert & 
Marsha 
Horne 

Jerry & Marie 
Frank 

 
January Birthdays 

 

January 9th    Mark Tuel    January 18th  Clarence Clark 
January 14th  Moira Steffen   January 18th  Peg Rhode 
January 18th  Charlotte Snow   January 21st  George Elliman 
       January 29th Judy Tischer 

January Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
January 5th    Breanne Van Loo   January 12th   Phyllis Ecklor 
Januray 8th    Kelly Jenson   January 12th   Deb Jenson 
January 9th    Jasmine Horne   January 13th   Sophie Anne Witke 
January 9th    Kathryn Horne   January 18th   Charlotte Snow 
January 9th    Robert Horne   January 20th   Jack Connaughty 

January 23rd   Linda Zamzow 
 

There were no Wedding Anniversaries for January 
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February 2010 
Liturgical Schedule 

Year C 
 
 
DATE 

Feb 7 
5th Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Feb 14 
6th Sunday After 

the Epiphany 

Feb 17 
Ash 

Wednesday 

Feb 21 
1st Sunday 

of Lent 

Feb 28 
2nd Sunday 

of Lent 
Acolyte Zach 

Wajerski 
Jody 
Langfeldt  Elizabeth 

Peters Sean Merrill 

Altar Guild 
Linda 
Zamzow & 
Barb Conley 

Charlotte 
Snow, 
Phyllis 
Ecklor, Peg 
Rhode 

 
Marsha 
Horne & 
Sue Hilbert 

Betsy 
Lampert & 
Kathy 
Wajerski 

Chalice Bearer Jerry Frank Fred Ellis  Jody 
Langfeldt Deb Jenson 

Intercessor Sue Hilbert MaryAnn 
Kenitz  Cori Drexler Jody 

Langfeldt 
Reader Jody 

Langfeldt 
Isaiah 6:1-8, 
[9-13] 
Psalm 138 
1 Corinthians 
15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11
 
  

Deb Jenson 
Exodus 34:29-
35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 
3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36, 
[37-43a] 

Joel 2:1-2,12-
17 
or Isaiah 58:1-
12 
2 Corinthians 
5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-
6,16-21 
Psalm 103 or 
103:8-14 

Dave 
Drexler 
Deuteronomy 
26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 
9-16 
Romans 
10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 

Dan Hilbert 
Genesis 15:1-
12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 
3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-
35  

Ushers Dave & 
Connie 
Stelsel 

Barb Conley 
& Vanda 
Wiegert 

 Dave  & 
Cori Drexler 

Fred & 
Phyllis 
Ecklor 

 
 

A Note From Your Editor  ~ Received this quote in an email:  
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MEET YOUR MEMBER  
Dear family of St. Mark ~ Having been requested to share of my 

life, I will finally respond. The past 21 years with St. Mark's Church 
family has been blessed.  It began with Fr. Bill Radant and wife Jackie. 
Both were Professional Musicians. 

I met Jackie during a class for parenting teens and their changes, 
I had a deep need to understand and cope with my dear son, who 
changed tremendously.  Jackie mentioned her being a musician and a 
pastor's wife, who were in dire need of a church organist.  It even paid 
money!!  I had stopped as church organist earlier that year at St. Mary 
Catholic Church, Mayville, due to several factors, one being I couldn't 

manage four children ages 3-5-9-12 years old, as I played organ.  After much discussion and 
prayer, I accepted and started on Dec. 10, just prior to Lessons and Carols. Much of the 
music, to my dismay, was not familiar.  So I feverishly practiced, signed the two younger 
children up for ice skating lessons in Beaver Dam, so I could practice music.  The years 
progressed to interim pastors, Father Dan, more interim pastors, and now to Pastor Mary. 

My music background began when my older sisters took piano and violin lessons and 
hearing them practice. Sunday afternoons we heard Liberace TV concerts and my Mom 
saying," someday you will play like him". Sure Mom! 

My Mom worked as a sewer at Amity Leather Products in West Bend since I was in 
Grade 2 and after that grade we were allowed to begin piano or violin lessons. Dad was 
chauffeur, waiting at the Slinger IGA store for us, sometimes bartering eggs, ducks, or geese. I 
am third of eight children, who all took piano or violin lessons for a while. We all attended a 
two-room, grade 1-8, Catholic School, about a mile from our home.  During summer vacation 
Mom told us to walk to daily Mass, since we had the opportunity and had no school, so we did. 

Our lessons were taught by Sr. Romilda, third order of St. Francis.  She was talented, 
quick, strict, often tapping the beat on our head as we played our lesson music.  She wrote 
page numbers down in a small red book with a grand piano on.  It was tough at first.  
"Practice each page six times each day and you will do well," she said. I remember crying at 
practices and trying to decide whether to obey or not.  I obeyed.  Sr. often said Music is twice 
more powerful than prayer,” I found this true as my mind was very busy focusing on reading, 
keeping track, and leading others in music. 

When in Grade 5, our two-room Catholic School lost one teacher, who also was 
organist.  I was asked to play for daily High or Low Mass, sung in Latin, along with chant, 
which the entire school attended. I couldn't play pedals and my piano teacher gave me a few 
lessons on their chapel organ, unsuccessfully.  She finally said, "just play both clefs", which 
was very difficult music.  I was so scared, but as I played daily, I must have improved.  I 
continued organ playing through high school, as well as taking piano lessons. 

Since I always was given new music to learn and I didn't play like Liberace, I felt I 
wasn't good enough to major in music in college.  With assistance of friends and being bored 
with Education classes in college, I switched to Music Education at Alverno College in 
Milwaukee, in 1970. 

Life is full of changes which shake our core and decisions must be made.  I didn't 
always feel sure about the future.  I would not do things differently.  Somehow, as following 
varied directions on the map of life, I will arrive at the same destination all of us will meet, 
Heaven!! ~ Barb Panzer 
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IRONMAN AMONG US!   ~ Yes, Rebecca earned her title of Ironman last summer in 
Madison Wis.  I am so very proud of her work, planning, preparation, endurance, and 
victory.  Being the mother of an IRONMAN Triathalete I imagine she is very tired and sore, 
but elated!  

I didn't want to go to watch, to see all the pain these people went 
through. Some friends talked me into seeing the start and two of us went.  We 
arrived 6:15 a.m. at Lake Monona to see 2,400 men and women enter the lake 

water.  The 2.4 mile race started at 7:00 a.m. and each did two ovals on the lake and the air 
was full of energy and emotion.  I couldn't talk for a while; all I could do was cry. 

After the swimming each swimmer had the rubber suit pulled off and each ran up a 
spiral cement area, where we stood and I got to hug and talk to Rebecca. Rebecca finished 
the swim at about 8:45 a.m.  Each person ran to a porta-potty to change into 
bicycle gear and get the bike from the parking lot. I was lucky to see her again 
and cheer her on. I took my friend to get her car and she returned home.  I 
returned to catch a shuttle bus to Verona, where people could cheer on the 
bicyclists and this was midway through the bicycle race, 56 miles.  Again I was 
fortunate to see and cheer Rebecca on at the 56 mile mark at noon, which she started 
bicycling 8:40 and by noon made 56 miles.  The sun was so hot, mid 80's on Sunday.  I 
returned to Madison via shuttle and see the returning bicyclists. 
 Rebecca finished bicycling at 4:00 p.m.  She was very tired. I was so proud proud of her and 
prayed so hard all afternoon that she would be OK.  This was a grueling race.  Each person 
finished bicycling 114 miles by driving up the cement spiral to return the bicycles and 

change and go right into a full running marathon of 25.2 miles, around the 
Capitol's Square, miles around the city and surrounding area.  The road was split 
into two lanes of runners, with some of the race reusing part of the route. Lucy, 
Nicholas, Joseph, and Jack came to watch the marathon for a couple hours.  We 
did not see Rebecca and I was worried.  Friends would look up her running 
number on line to see her progress, with lots of info also.  Then I was told she was 

still in the race, but moving slow.  Many people walked for a long time.  Well, I did see her 
at 7:40 p.m. and she was walking but progressing, with 13 miles finished.  Emotions 
run high during this event.  A friend called my cell phone, with computer updates, saying at 
9:08 p.m. that Rebecca finished 19 miles, with 6 and a half miles remaining.  I went to the 
finish area to find a good spot to see her finish.  This was a very long time and finally by 
about 10:30 p.m., Rebecca entered the winner’s gate and became an Ironman!!!!  It is so 
emotional even typing this.  She said the last 5 miles were very hard.   She did it!!!!! 

Two of her college classmates and living mates came to see the race too and one had a 
pan of banana nut bread for Rebecca and a gift.  The next day her plane took off at 2:00 p.m. 
for Massachusetts with her first class of the semester starting in late afternoon.  Now you 
heard from a mother and spectator about the Ironman.  It was truly an incredible event.  The 
age spectrum was 19 years to 69 years, men and women, all heights, some with prosthesis, 
all in excellent physical fitness and health.  That also was inspiring, all the healthy 
participants and spectators.  People rang cowbells, wore printed t-shirts with logos for a 
participant, all to do an impossible race!!  If you ever get a chance, go to observe these 
crazy people as they strive to be an Ironman!!  Peace~Jim and Barb Panzer 
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Gifts Making a Difference ~ For truly UNIQUE gifts, we’re offering 
Alternative Gift-Giving where you may sponsor a Haitian Child or make a 
donation in the name of your loved one through the Haiti Project this Christmas. 
Learn about it here 

http://www.haitiproject.org/giftsthatbuildcommunities.html 

 
Paper Beads: from Trash to Treasure  ~ By Jan Byrd ~ Students and teachers 
at St. Marc’s School were excited about the possibilities to generate income by making 
jewelry out of discarded poster paper. A group of college students traveled to Haiti last 
January and organized classes on jewelry making: rolling paper and dipping into varnish 
for use as "beads". Hannah Brown, who participated in the trip and jewelry seminars left 
fishing line and clasps for necklaces and bracelets. Finished products can be sold in Haiti 
as well as in the U.S.  To keep the project going, we need your old posters. If you have 
posters, let us know. We’ll arrange to send them to Haiti. 

 
 

CRAYONS, GEOLOGY KITS SUCCESS!  ~ Teachers and students 
in Haiti often have very little in the way of materials to illustrate lessons. 
Thanks to all who collected large crayons for the preschool, we met our goal 

of over 100 packages! We also have the supplies to prepare geology kits and joint activity 
materials. Last year’s microscope project was a big hit with teachers and students alike. If 
you are interested in preparing a science kit for a classroom, 
contact Melanie Stewart at drmel@wi.rr.com 
 
New Trade School Needs Your Help  ~ By Steve Smith  
Basic Construction of the first floor of the Trade School was 
completed last fall, 2008, for around $36,000 -- $30,000 from the 
US Oil/Schmidt Family Foundation and the rest from private 
contributions. When the Trade School is completed, classes in 
cooking, building, plumbing, and basic Computer Skills are envisioned. 
We need your help to complete the trade school -- wiring the trade school for electricity 
and building furniture. The Commission on Global Reconciliation has granted the Haiti 
Project $6,200 from annual Diocesan Millennium Development funds to provide 
electricity, to build furniture, and purchase supplies.  We'll send a work group to Haiti to 
run wiring from the generator at the Teacher’s Dorm, Upgrade the electric service, and 
install wiring and fixtures at the trade school. This group will also build cutting tables and 
chairs/benches. Skilled (and unskilled nut eager) volunteers are needed! Contact Jan 
Byrd if you are interested. 
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
VESTRY MINUTES 
November 18, 2009 

 
Members Present:  Barb Conley, Deb Jenson, Libbie Kacuba, Charlotte Snow, and Linda 
Zamzow.  Also Present:  Senior Warden Dan Hilbert, Junior Warden Ken Restall, Treasurer 
Fred Ellis, Rev. Mary Mail.  Absent:  Jim Merrill, Peg Rhode, Moira Steffen, Zach Wajerski. 
 
1.  Senior Warden Dan Hilbert called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.  The Rectory Committee 
Report was put at the top of the agenda, due to one member having to leave and the need for a 
quorum. 
 
2.  Rectory Committee Report – Dan Hilbert shared a status report from the realtor.  
Discussion ensued about keeping the rectory on the market or removing it from the market for a 
period of time.  All members are in agreement to keep the property on the market.  Further 
discussion about renewing the contract with the current realtor or obtaining a local realtor to list 
the property.  All members are in agreement it would be best to have a realtor from Beaver Dam.  
Motion made by Deb Jenson, second by Libbie Kacuba to not renew the listing contract with the 
current realtor and obtain a local realtor.  Motion Carried .  After discussion about realtors to 
contact, it was agreed that Linda would contact Tina Swain, Dan would contact Kathy Pals, and 
Deb would contact Mandy Saucermann.  There will be communication in the next week to share 
information obtained from the realtors and report back to the vestry. 
   
3.  Opening Devotion – Barb Conley shared a devotional and an intercessory prayer.    
 
4.  Approval of Minutes of October 18, 2009.   Deb Jenson noted under Next Meeting Date, it 
should read Wednesday and not Sunday.  Dan Hilbert pointed out meeting adjourned time 
should read 12:10 p.m. and not a.m.  Motion made by Linda Zamzow, second by Barb Conley, 
to approve the minutes as corrected.  Motion Carried . 
 
5.  Treasurer’s Report.   
A.  Fred Ellis reported.  To date this year, current pledges are ahead. We received a large Giver 
of Record donation, which puts us $50.74 to the good in the January through October report.   
Motion made by Linda Zamzow, second by Libbie Kacuba to approve the October Financial 
Report.  Motion Carried .    
B.  Thus far we have $20,000 in amounts pledged for 2010.        
C.  Audit report to be presented to Vestry at the December meeting. 
D.  Personnel Compensation Resolutions to be put on December agenda. 
E.  Outreach Disbursement to be put on December Agenda 
 
6.  Old Business 
A.  Scrip Update – October Profit – $177.75.    
B.  Rectory Committee Report – See above.    
C.  Landscaping – Libbie Kacuba reported.  Libbie and Mary will work on the rose bush 
pruning.  Libbie put round landscaping border and mulch around the trees.  
 
 



 9

November 18, 2009 Vestry Minutes – Page 2 
 
7.  New Business  
A.  Issues from the Rector 
1.  Mary will speak to John Steffen to see if he is willing to continue the rectory snow removal.     
2.  Consideration to discontinue the once a month Wednesday evening service.  Attendance has 
been very low and sometimes no one is showing up.      
3.  Mary will travel to Indianapolis after the service on December 24th.  We may have Morning 
Prayer on the 27th of December, depending on when she returns.  Will report back at the 
December meeting.  
4.  Looking forward to Tuesday evening Advent silent prayer gathering time.    
   
B.  Jr. Warden’s Report  
1.  Extension Rod for lighting - Ken purchased two extension rods.  They can be used separately 
or attached to one another for additional length.    
2.  Ken discussed the storage room and furnace room in the lower level and their contents.  He 
has been cleaning up and organizing those areas.  He cleaned out the furnace room.   
3.  Dusk to Dawn light bulb changed.  It still does not work.  The sensor may have to be 
replaced.  Ken and Dave Drexler will look into it further.  More to come. 
4.  Cornerstone is sealed with enclosed items. 
5.  Smoke detector in furnace room is installed.  Fire extinguisher is mounted in the furnace 
room. 
6.  Lights are installed in the upper level.  An amazing job by the men who worked on this 
project! 
C. Other New Business 
1.  Christmas Cookie sale will be Saturday, December 5.  Joann Ellis sent out postcards today; 
fliers are up.  Linda will do the newspaper ad next week.  
2.  Christmas Greens – Linda reported we usually order 80 feet of roping, but we could really 
use 100 feet.  Agreement to order 100 feet of roping.  Poinsettias have been ordered. 
3.  ECW has offered to purchase new tablecloths for the Fireside room.  Agreement to buy new 
tablecloths.  Linda will order. 
4.  Nominating Committee – Libbie Kacuba, Peg Rhode, and Charlotte Snow.  Dan Hilbert has 
agreed to stand as Senior Warden again; Ken Restall will not; all outgoing vestry members are 
eligible to be up for another 3-year term.      
 
8.  Next Meeting Date – Sunday, December 13, 2009, 10:30 a.m.   Libbie Kacuba to do the 
devotional. 
 
9.  Closing Prayer by Mary Mail. 
10. Linda Zamzow made a motion to adjourn.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 p.m.    
 
Submitted 11-18-09 
Debra Jenson, Clerk  
�
�
�
�
�
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SAVE THE DATES 
 
Annual Meeting  
Jan 24, 2010 
After Holy Eucharist 
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Episcopal Church 

P. O. Box  126 
700 East Mill Street 

    Beaver Dam, WI  53916 
http://www.powerweb.net/stmark/ 
 


